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Gallery EXIT is pleased to present ‘A Sky on Your Pillow’, a new body of paintings by Fares THABET, the
celebrated Tunisian artist whose ethereal landscapes have captured the transformative light and
chromatic intensity of North Africa. Working from his studio in the bay of Tunis, Thabet continues to
explore the intersection of observation and imagination, creating compositions that transcend
geographical specificity while remaining rooted in Mediterranean luminosity.

Thabet's recent paintings present scenes of paradoxical complexity and serenity—works where sandy
beaches blush rose-pink, seas dissolve into turquoise-green gradients, and skies transform into
tangerine orange at dusk. These tranquil environments exist primarily in imagination yet bear traces
of human habitation, occasionally revealing lone figures, drifting boats, or entire abandoned cities
merging seamlessly with their surroundings.

Central to Thabet's practice is an intuitive approach to painting that privileges color and light as both
medium and language. His distinctive process begins with walks through his surroundings, where he
records landscapes using intentionally low-quality black-and-white photographs, allowing him to
introduce expressive palettes at later stages. Without detailed preparatory sketches, he determines a
dominant background tone first, then builds form and pictorial detail progressively, permitting
unexpected discoveries to emerge during the painting act itself. Each canvas functions as what the
artist describes as "an unplanned journey."

Drawing inspiration from Henri Matisse's vivid Moroccan interpretations and the enigmatic spatial
vocabulary of Giorgio de Chirico, Thabet harnesses North Africa's horizontal geography and expansive
spaces to create broader perspectives and atmospheric depth. His work also engages with
contemporary artists including Francis Alys and filmmaker Abbas Kiarostami, alongside literary
sources such as the poetry of Derek Walcott.

This exhibition marks Thabet's continued exploration of what he terms his "personal universe"—a
chromatic reverie that invites viewers into landscapes where memory and imagination coexist within
the luminous certainty of Mediterranean light

Fares THABET (b. 1982, Hammamet, Tunisia) holds a BA in Fine Art from the Complutense University
of Madrid. His paintings feature landscapes of striking complexity and paradoxical serenity. Influenced
by the Mediterranean, he uses color and light to explore perception, constructing compositions from
walks or imagined scenes, seeking luminous intensity. Thabet has participated in group exhibitions in
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Spain and Tunisia, including ‘Summer Show and On a Blade of Grass’ (Selma Feriani Gallery, Tunis,
2021), and ‘Climbing Through the Tide’ (B7L9 Art Station, Tunis, 2019). The artist currently lives and
works in Tunis, Tunisia.

Gallery EXIT has evolved from a Hong Kong-based platform into a significant catalyst for Asian
contemporary art within the expanding global art market. Established in 2008, the gallery presents
conceptually grounded, progressive works that transcend traditional geographic and disciplinary

boundaries, functioning as a strategic platform for sustained artist collaborations that build
international visibility.
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