
 
 
 
Tobe KAN: Liminal Interval 
 
Exhibition period: 10 June – 8 July, 2023 
Exhibition opening: Saturday, 10 June, 2023, 2 - 5pm  
 
Gallery EXIT is pleased to present ‘Liminal Interval’ by Tobe Kan, on show from 10 June to 8 July 
2023. The opening reception will be held on Saturday, 10 June, 2 – 5pm. 
 
 
Tobe Kan’s solo exhibition ‘Liminal Interval’ explores the concept of liminality: The state of 
in-betweenness and of transitioning from one state to another, while also emphasising the 
displacement of time. Inspired by the liminal moments of dawn and dusk, the exhibition 
features paintings and installations that capture the elusive and intangible qualities of 
transition and transformation. By blurring the boundaries between different times of day 
in her works, Kan creates a sense of liminality, where the viewer is suspended in a space 
that is neither fully day nor fully night. 
 
In relation to the idea of boundaries, the works in the exhibition investigate the 
interdependence of living things and the impermanence of all states of being, emphasising 
the interconnectedness of all things. Drawing inspiration from her personal experiences 
and observations of the world, the artist scrutinises the present moment through the 
depiction of living plants. Intricate and delicate lines reflect her intuitive response to the 
world around her and create a sense of movement and fluidity that is both dynamic and 
thought-provoking. 
 
The recurring motif of certain plant species throughout the exhibition evokes a sense of 
deja vu, a feeling familiar to our everyday experience in Hong Kong. These plant species are 
common to the city, and their repeated presence serves as a reflection of the significance 
of personal associations and memories that these experiences create, as well as the 
interdependence of living organisms. 
 
A large painting titled How many more times will you watch the full moon rise? depicts 
Agavaceae plants such as Ti plants, known for their relatively short lifespan. The ideas of 
impermanence and the transient nature of life are closely related to the theme of liminality. 
The painting serves as a powerful statement on the transience of life and the importance of 
cherishing the present moment. 
 
Also featured in this exhibition are two paintings of flamingos in Kowloon Park. The comp
osition intentionally creates a sense of distance between the viewer and the flamingos, 



echoing the artist's own experience observing the birds from afar. The presence of the 
invisible fences in the paintings alludes to the ambiguous relationship between inside and 
outside, a sense of confinement and restriction that many people have experienced 
during the pandemic.  
 
In the ongoing series ‘A Void’, the original images of the paintings are generated by Artificial 
Intelligence. The artist crops certain parts of the images and transforms the images of 
plants into surreal and dreamlike blue-shaded forms. The resulting plant forms seem to be 
in a state of metamorphosis or mutation, evoking an uncanny feeling of a displacement of 
time and the intangible qualities of liminality.  
 
The ‘A Rest’ series depict plants found in parks, where people sought solace andconne
ction with nature during a time of uncertainty and isolation. The ‘Amble’ series, on the 
other hand, features plants found in places near the artist's studio and home. These series 
reflect the artist's interest in exploring the liminal spaces that exist within everyday life, 
between waking and dreaming, the conscious and the subconscious. Blurring the 
boundaries between dream and reality and between different times of day, the 
exhibition’s surreal and contemplative atmosphere encourages us to reflect on our own 
liminal experiences and emotions, to contemplate the liminal spaces that exist within us 
and around us, and the potential for growth and transformation that they offer. 
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Tobe KAN 
Born in 1984, Hong Kong 
 
Tobe Kan is a Hong Kong based visual artist who specializes in painting, while she also 
experiments with mixed-media drawing, installation and poetry. Received her Bachelor of Fine 
Arts from RMIT University and Hong Kong Art School in 2017, Kan based her artistic practice on 
psychoanalysis and personal experiences of her own mental state, and of those around her, 
exploring human conditions such as personal loss, insecurity, depression, sense of isolation and 
fear of being forgotten. Her works often take an expressionist approach, with the use of dark 
colours and bold lines.  
 
Kan was the recipient of the Fresh Trend Art Award of the Fresh Trend Art Graduations Joint 
Exhibition in 2017. Her solo shows organised by Gallery EXIT in Hong Kong include Panacea (2021) 
and duo exhibition This Bitter Earth (2019); other selected solos include of war, of love, of time 
(Peter Augustus Gallery, USA, 2022) and Peck-eyes Ravens (CL3 Architects Limited, Hong Kong 
Arts Centre, 2018. Group exhibition participations include Gravity (Soluna Fine Art, Hong Kong, 
2022); Intersect Aspen (Peter Augustus Gallery, USA, 2022); The Sunshine Is Still There (SC Gallery, 
Hong Kong, 2022); The Unsung (Tai Kwun Contemporary, Hong Kong, 2021); In the course of 
Dancing, from Nightfall to Darkness (Hong Kong Art Centre, Hong Kong, 2020); By the Window (1a 
space, Hong Kong, 2019); and An on-going balance of insecurity (Gallery EXIT, Hong Kong, 2018). 
Kan’s works have been acquired into numerous private collections. 
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Tobe KAN, How many more times will you watch the full moon rise? ? 

2023, acrylic and oil pastel on canvas, 200 x 450cm (3 panels) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Tobe KAN, Why aren't you leaving? 2 ? , 2023, acrylic and oil pastel on canvas, 160 x 200cm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 

Tobe KAN, A void 10  , 2023, acrylic and oil pastel on canvas, 120 x 150cm 
  
  


